Longwood Tennis Enjoys Big Weekend
By: Jason Long

The Lancer Men’s Tennis team picked up their first two wins of the season this past weekend, routing Howard University and nearby Division III rivals Hampden-Sydney by identical 7-0 margins.  Longwood’s record now stands at 2-4 for the season.

The Lancers thoroughly dominated both meets, winning every set, including an exhibition singles match against Hampden-Sydney won by freshman Roger Torres.  Longwood had also previously defeated the Tigers 7-0 last season at Hampden-Sydney. 


Freshman Carlos Garcia de Andoain, who picked up a 7-5, 6-3 win Saturday against Howard, led the Lancers in the number one slot both days.  Garcia de Andoain won again Sunday, beating the 2005 ODAC Player of the Year Patrick Gee of Hampden-Sydney 6-1, 7-5.  

Along with classmate Brandon Lindsley, Garcia de Andoain also picked up two doubles victories this weekend, winning 8-6 on Saturday and 8-4 the following day.


Junior Rashko Patnikov, who entered this weekend with an impressive 37-23 career singles record, won again Saturday in straight sets, 6-1, 6-1.  Also playing in doubles, Patnikov and fellow junior Jon Bair remained perfect for the season as they prevailed both days by margins of 8-5 and 8-2.  


Also in action this weekend were the Lancer women, who cruised to their second win of the season with a 6-1 victory over Howard University on Saturday.  

The Lancers were led by junior Romana Bucur who upped her individual season record to 6-5 with a 6-3, 6-2 win against Howard.  Bucur and classmate Lexi Torrice, who won 6-4, 6-4 in singles competition, also rattled off an 8-4 victory in their doubles match.


Sunday, the Lady Lancers traveled to Blacksburg to take on Virginia Tech, and fell by a score of 7-0.  The Hokies, a member of the Atlantic Coast Conference, raised their record to 9-3 for the season and dropped Longwood to 2-3.

Both teams now have a week off from competition, resuming play this Saturday with a home match-up against the Aggies of North Carolina A & T.  Action begins at 1:00 p.m.
